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A Welcome to A Level Politics! 
  

 

Welcome to A Level Politics! 

  

We start the course by looking at how people participate in democracy in the UK and 

the numerous ways that people can get involved in the political process. First year is 

mainly spent studying politics in the UK. We look at the political parties and our rights 

as well as the roles of the Prime Minister and Parliament. 

  

Over the course of the two years we will go on to study politics in the USA and political 

ideas. Viewed as a whole, the course offers you a comprehensive package of political 

knowledge. 

  

The tasks in this bridging activities pack will give you the opportunity to take your first 

step into politics in the UK. You can identify some of the movers and shakers of the last 

few decades, keep up to date with politics on social media and look back at how the 

political system has developed in the UK. 

 

Overall, studying politics at A Level is a deeply rewarding, challenging and immersive 

experience. You will have your chance to shape your views on the world around you on 

a whole host of topics and learn how you are part of the political process and not just a 

casual observer! 

 

If you have any questions about the course, do not hesitate to ask me at: 

ben.connor@ccsw.ac..uk 

 

 

mailto:ben.connor@ccsw.ac..
mailto:ben.connor@ccsw.ac..uk
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What will you study? 

 

 

Year Module Topics 

Year One UK Politics 

 
➢ Democracy and participation  
➢ Electoral and referendums  
➢ Political parties  
➢ Voting behaviour and the media  
➢ Pressure groups  
➢ Civil Rights  
➢ The UK Constitution  
➢ Parliament  
➢ Prime Minister and Cabinet  
➢ Supreme Court 
➢ Devolution 
➢ European Union 

 

Year Two 

US and Comparative 
Politics 

 
➢ US Constitution  
➢ Congress  
➢ Presidency  
➢ Supreme Court  
➢ Elections and voting  
➢ Political parties  
➢ Pressure groups  
➢ Civil rights 
➢ Comparative Politics 

 

Political Ideas 

 
➢ Liberalism 
➢ Conservatism 
➢ Socialism 
➢ Nationalism 
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What do you need to do to prepare? 

 

1) Get copies of the course textbooks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2) Get yourself some ring binder folders, topic dividers and plastic wallets – 

These will be essential to organise your work 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3) Complete all of the tasks in this document – They are aimed to give you 

introduce you to the concepts and ideas of UK Politics 

 

4) Follow / subscribe to related pages, social media and newsletters – See the 

last few pages of this document for suggestions! 



Studying Politics - A Beginner’s Guide 

 

 



Task One – Who’s Who in UK Politics? 

 

 

 

 

  

Look at the below photos of UK politicians. Can you identify them? Which party do/did 

they represent? Which offices have they held (Prime Minister? Leader of the 

Opposition? Home Secretary?). Get your family involved and see if you can name them. 

all. 
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For the next tasks you will need the ‘How It Works – Parliament, Government, 

Democracy and You’ booklet – It has been uploaded with this document but can also 

be found here - How it works. Parliament, government and you 

  

 

 

https://assets-learning.parliament.uk/uploads/2019/12/How-it-Works-booklet.pdf
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Task Two – The Road to Democracy 
 

 

 

Event Year Impact on UK democracy 

Magna Carta  
 

 

 1265  

The Bill of Rights   

 1832  

The People’s 

Charter 
  

 1918  

The Equal Franchise 

Act 
  

 1969  

Devolution 

Referendums in 

Scotland / Wales / 
Northern Ireland 

  

Read the timeline on pages 4 – 5 and complete the table below: 
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Task Three – Democracy, Elections and Referendums 

 
1) Where does the term ‘democracy’ originate? 
2) What are the key features of a liberal democracy? 
3) Explain the difference between direct democracy and representative 

democracy 
4) What are the different types of elections held in the UK? 
5) What is a manifesto? 
6) How does First Past the Post (FPTP) work? - First Past the Post voting 

system in the UK - BBC Bitesize 
7) What is the difference between and election and a referendum? 
8) What are the main strengths and weaknesses of referendums? 
9) Do you think that referendums are a good way of making big decisions? 

Justify your answer 
  

Read pages 6 – 11 and answer the following questions in your own notes: 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztxk6rd#zbgpcxs
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/ztxk6rd#zbgpcxs


Task Four – The Constitution of the UK and Parliament  

 
 

1) Explain the term ‘codified constitution’  

2) Explain the terms legislature, executive and judiciary 

3) Explain the term ‘parliamentary sovereignty’ 

4) What are three main functions of parliament 

5) Explain the term devolution. Where in the UK has devolution taken place? 

6) What are the main differences between the House of Commons and the 

House of Lords? 

7) Explain the term ‘minister’ 

8) Explain the term ‘backbencher’ 

9) Explain the term ‘opposition’ 

10) Who are the members of the House of Lords 

11) How has the House of Lords (Hereditary Peers) Bill 2026 changed the 

membership of the House of Lords? - Hereditary peers to be removed from 

Lords as bill passes - BBC News 

12) What is a parliamentary committee? 

13) What is the main difference in the roles of select committees and 

legislative committees? 

14) What is the difference between a Government bill and a Private 

Members’ bill? 

15) Explain the terms free vote, green paper, white paper, amendment and 

motion

Read pages 12 - 21 and answer the following questions in your own notes: 

 

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdxg76rgdp7o
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/articles/cdxg76rgdp7o


Task Five – The Legislative Process (How laws are made) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Read page 21 and use the link (How does a bill become a law? - UK Parliament) to label the process below: 

 

 

 

https://www.parliament.uk/about/how/laws/passage-bill/


Task Six – Political Parties and Pressure Groups 

 
1) What are the main functions of political parties? 
2) How many seats (Number of MPs) does each party currently have in the 

House of Commons? - State of the parties - MPs and Lords - UK Parliament 
 

Party Seats 

Labour  

Conservative  

Liberal Democrat  

Independents  

Reform UK  

Scottish Nationalist 

Party (SNP) 
 

Sinn Féin  

Democratic Unionist 

Party (DUP) 
 

Green Party  

Plaid Cymru  

 
3) What is a ‘coalition government’? 
4) What is the difference between a political party and a pressure group? 
5) What types of groups pressure the government? E.g. trade unions 
6) Explain the different methods of campaigning and give an example of each 

on the issue of Climate Change 
 

  

Read pages 22 - 25 and answer the following questions in your own notes: 

 

 

 

https://members.parliament.uk/parties/Commons
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Task Eight – Should the voting age be lowered to 16? 

 
The voting age should be lowered to 

16 

The voting age should not be lowered 

to 16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using the links and your wider research, create a table for and against the voting age 

being lowered to 16 in UK general elections – This will form the basis of your first 

assessment. 

➢ The Politics Shed - Should the voting age be reduced to 16? 

➢ Votes at 16 - GOV.UK 

➢ Voting Age Debate | UK Youth Parliament Sitting 

 

 

 

https://thepoliticsteacherorg.thepoliticsteacher.org/should-the-voting-age-be-reduced-to-16
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/representation-of-the-people-bill-policy-summaries/votes-at-16
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=P8z73c4i8Gg
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The voting age should be lowered to 

16 

The voting age should not be lowered 

to 16 
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Wider Engagement 

 

To Read 

➢ BBC Politics -  Politics | Latest News & Updates | BBC 

News 
 

➢ Newspapers – But remember that each paper has a 

particular viewpoint! 
 

➢ UK Parliament website -  UK Parliament 

 
➢ Politics Online Newsletter – Sign up here ->  Politics 

Newsletter | Stay Informed with Politics Online 

 
➢ Politics Shed -  The Politics Shed - Contents 

 

➢ Tutor2u (Politics) -  Studying AQA A-Level Politics | 
tutor2u 

To Watch 

➢ Question Time (BBC) - BBC One - Question Time 
 

➢ Newsnight - Newsnight - A London political 

earthquake? - BBC iPlayer 
 

➢ Politics Live (BBC) -  BBC Two - Politics Live 

 
➢ Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs) - PMQs (Prime 

Minister's Questions) - YouTube 
 

➢ Parliament Live (BBC) - BBC Parliament - BBC iPlayer 

 
➢ Laura Kuenssberg: State of Chaos 

Episode 1 -   BBC Two - Laura Kuenssberg: State of Chaos, 

Series 1, May/Johnson 
Episode 2 –  BBC Two - Laura Kuenssberg: State of Chaos, 

Series 1, Johnson 

Episode 3 -  BBC Two - Laura Kuenssberg: State of Chaos, 
Series 1, Johnson/Truss 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/politics
https://www.parliament.uk/
https://www.politicsonline.co.uk/politics-newsletter/
https://www.politicsonline.co.uk/politics-newsletter/
https://thepoliticsteacherorg.thepoliticsteacher.org/contents
https://www.tutor2u.net/students/a-level/aqa-a-level-politics
https://www.tutor2u.net/students/a-level/aqa-a-level-politics
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t1q9
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002vzwk/newsnight-a-london-political-earthquake
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m002vzwk/newsnight-a-london-political-earthquake
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b0bjf8p5
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL40441042C458B62B
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PL40441042C458B62B
https://www.bbc.co.uk/tv/bbcparliament
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001qgwt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001qgwt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001qpbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001qpbc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001qwzt
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/m001qwzt
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To Listen 

➢ The Rest is Politics podcast -  The Rest Is Politics - 

YouTube 

 
➢ Politics Thinking with Nick Robinson -  BBC Radio 4 - 

Political Thinking with Nick Robinson 

 
➢ The Week in Westminster - BBC Radio 4 - The Week in 

Westminster  

 
➢ Politics Weekly (The Guardian) -  Politics Weekly UK | 

The Guardian 

 
➢ Simple Politics podcast -  THE PODCAST | Simple 

Politics 

OpenLearn 

➢ What is Politics? - What is politics? | OpenLearn - Open 

University 

➢  
➢ What kind of Democracy are you? - What kind of 

Democrat are you? | OpenLearn - Open University 

https://www.youtube.com/@restispolitics
https://www.youtube.com/@restispolitics
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04z203l
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p04z203l
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qjfq
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qjfq
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/series/politicsweekly
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/series/politicsweekly
https://www.simplepolitics.co.uk/podcast
https://www.simplepolitics.co.uk/podcast
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/what-politics/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/what-politics/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/what-kind-democrat-are-you
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/what-kind-democrat-are-you

