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What is sociology?
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Which of the following statements about sociology do you think are true and which are false?



	
	True
	False

	Sociologists study human behaviour like obedience and memory
	
	

	Sociologists collect data themselves by doing research
	
	

	Sociologists can be controversial in their views of the world 
	
	

	Sociologists will often work with mentally ill people
	
	

	Sociologists ask difficult questions about social issues like cybercrime
	
	

	Sociologists are interested in patterns and causes of social behaviour
	
	

	Sociologists believe that they can solve the problems in society
	
	




Now read the section ‘What is sociology’ in the scanned pages from the A1 Sociology textbook and summarise what sociology is about in the space below.
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The distinction between nature and nurture

Scientists often debate about what causes humans to behave in the ways that they do. Some think human behaviour is driven by nature and others think it is nurture. Decide whether the following words relate to nature or nurture. Write them in the table below.

· Environmental
· [image: C:\Users\emma\Pictures\naturevnurture.jpg]Internal 
· Learnt
· Inherited
· Biological
· Inborn
· External 
· Genetic 
· Socialised 


	Nature
	Nurture
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Ask the expert!

Using ChatGPT, find out if you were right.


[bookmark: _Hlk197537939]Now read the section ‘Nature and Nurture’ in the scanned pages from the A1 Sociology textbook and summarise where sociologists side in this debate in the space below.









Checking your understanding!

Suggest two behaviours that are caused by nature and two that are caused by nurture. 

Explain why you think this.

· One behaviour that is caused by nature is….


I think this because….




· A second behaviour that is caused by nature is….


I think this because….




· One behaviour that is caused by nurture is….


I think this because….




· A second behaviour that is caused by nurture is….


I think this because….
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Answer the questions in the space below.


























Culture, norms and values

When sociologists study society, they try to understand the way of life people have. That is to say, they are interested in the norms, values, beliefs and traditions of a group of people. They make NO assumptions and take nothing for granted.

The aim of sociologists is to understand not to judge, and certainly not to try and change how people live. In understanding society, sociologists are actually trying to find about about the way of life of a group of people, no matter how small or how different to their own. We refer to the way of life as the culture of society. 

Sociologists define culture as all those things that are learned and shared by a society or group of people and transmitted from generation to generation. Culture includes all the things society thinks are important, such as customs, traditions, language, skills, knowledge, beliefs, norms and values.

Here's an example:
[image: Pledge of Allegiance poster LAMINATED ...]
It is part of the culture (way of life) of Americans to pledge their allegiance to their country. 

This is usually done at significant events and on specific occasions. It is even done in the morning in kindergarten, where children will stand and face the US flag, place their right hand on their heart and in unison repeat the words of the pledge of allegiance.


Think of some examples of things that are important to your culture.









Read the section on culture, norms and values in the scanned pages from the A1 Sociology textbook and complete the tasks that follow.

1. What are values?







2. What are values?







3. What might happen if we break a norm?






4. What are sanctions and why are they a form of social control?






5. Cultural norms and values vary between societies and between groups within one society. What do we call the groups within society who may have different norms and values? Suggest one example.






Socialisation

Sociologists define socialisation as the process of learning about one’s culture. We are not born with a culture – instead, we must learn it from other members of society. 
[image: https://georginatalksgender.files.wordpress.com/2012/02/mother-and-daughter-cooking-and-having-fun-thumb9554295.jpg?w=300&h=287]
Socialisation begins when we are born and continues throughout our life. Sociologists distinguish between Primary Socialisation and Secondary Socialisation.

Primary Socialisation….




Secondary Socialisation….





The whole purpose of socialisation, whether at home or in wider society, is to prepare us for the roles we need to perform in society. 
2 | Page

In the table below, think of 4 roles you perform (or will perform in the future) and then explain what the role will require of you and how you have been prepared for this through your socialisation.

	Role 
	What the role requires of you
	How you have been prepared for this role

	

	





	

	

	





	

	

	





	

	

	





	



Complete the activity below.
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Each role has a status. Some roles have an ascribed status: based on fixed characteristics we are born with, for example, our sex or ethnicity and others are achieved through effort, for example, becoming a doctor by going to university.

A person’s status determines which norms of behaviour that person should have. 

For each of the roles below, decide if they are ascribed or achieved.

	Role 
	Ascribed 
	Achieved 

	Parent 
	
	

	Teacher
	
	

	Child 
	
	

	Pilot 
	
	

	Husband/wife
	
	

	Fashion designer
	
	



There are, however, some issues with this argument. You could say that people may well be born male and be ascribed a male identity but as they grown up, they decide that they have been ascribed the wrong gender. This is known as being transgender.

Therefore, it is more likely that many of our roles are ascribed and achieved.

For each of the roles below compile a set of norms for that role. 

	Child
	Doctor
	Parent 
	Teacher

	Dependent 














	Responsible 
	Nurturing 
	Organised 


[image: http://66.media.tumblr.com/2d19dc22dec139330ac2a1fac9069619/tumblr_inline_mnucu3OIij1qz4rgp.png]Check your understanding! 

Sociologists study _______ behaviour and _______ issues. They often ask controversial ________ and can be very _______ of society. Sociologists argue that we are not born with _________ but must learn it through a process known as socialisation. This is how other members of society teach us the ______ and values, rules and expectations. This helps explain why culture varies from society to society, since the norms and values we are socialised to believe in vary in each society. There are two types of socialisation, ___________ socialisation that occurs within the family, and ___________ socialisation that occurs outside of the family, within other institutions such as education. We also earn about roles and status through the socialisation process. ______ are the different things we will do in our life, such as being a parent or employee. Some roles have an ________ status: based on fixed characteristics we are born with, for example, our sex or ethnicity and others are achieved through_______, for example, going to university. A person’s _________ determines which norms of behaviour that person should have.



Primary		Social		Status		
Secondary		Ascribed		Human
Critical 		Culture		Norms
Questions 		Effort		Roles
















The difference between structural and social action views of society, and between consensus and conflict views

There are many sociologists who have tried to explain how society works and why there are social issues such as crime and poverty. Sociologists do not all agree with each other. A little like politicians! 

Throughout the course you will learn about these different sociologists and their explanations. You will also learn to be critical of them.

Before you start the course though, it is important that you have a basic understanding of some of the assumption’s sociologists make.


	
The structuralist view
	
The Social Action view


	Assumptions 

These sociologists argue that we are entirely shaped by the structure of society. We behave according to the way we were socialised. Society has the power to shape us.

Society determines behaviour.

	Assumptions 

These sociologists argue we have free will or choice and individuals have the power to create society through their actions and interactions.


Individuals determine society.

	
Consensus theories

	
Conflict theories
	
Interactionist theories




Which view do you think you agree with? Why?
[image: http://images.clipartpanda.com/man-thinking-image-orange-man-thinking-question.jpg]




In practice, most sociologists accept that individuals do have some degree of choice, as the Social Action view argues, but that their choices are limited by the structure of society, as the structural view argues.

For example: 

[image: ]Society expects all children to be educated in the UK. This is a compulsory activity; over which children have no free will or choice. Therefore, the structure of society expects all children to attend some form of education or training up until the age of 18 years old. However, children do have some choice over the school they attend and the qualifications they study for, so therefore, there is a degree of choice too.

Suggest another example that illustrates this point.



























Structuralist views of society

Structuralists agree that society shapes our behaviour, but they disagree about who this benefits.

There are four Structuralist theories/approaches. They are:

· Functionalism
· New Right
· Marxism
· Feminism 
	The structuralist view

	Assumptions 
Argues that we are entirely shaped by the structure of society. We behave according to the way we were socialised. Society has the power to shape us.
Society determines behaviour.

	Consensus theories
	Conflict theories

	Functionalist and New Right
	Marxist and Feminist

















We can split Structuralists into consensus and conflict theories. 
Consensus Structuralists, most notably Functionalists, argue that society is based on value consensus (agreement) and therefore society exists in harmony.

Conflict Structuralists, most notably Marxists, argue that society is based on conflict. They argue there is a conflict of interests between the social classes.

[bookmark: _Hlk197539671]Read the section ‘consensus or conflict’ in the scanned pages from the A1 Sociology textbook and summarise the Marxist and Functionalist views of society in the table on the next page.






	Functionalist view of society
	Marxist view of society

	






























	








Inequality

Britain remains an unequal society. For example, the richest 10% of the population own 44% of the nation’s total wealth, while the poorest half of the population share 9% of the total wealth.

Sociologists are interested in social stratification –that is, inequalities between groups such as social classes, gender ethnicity and age. 

Read the section ‘inequality’ in the scanned pages from the A1 Sociology textbook and summarise how inequality exists in each of the social groups.
Ethnicity 







Gender
















Inequality 





Age 







Social class
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	True
	False

	More women than men live in poverty in the UK

	
	

	The very old and very young are likely to be the poorest in society, compared to other age groups
	
	

	The infant mortality rate for African Caribbean and Pakistani babies are more than double that of white babies in the UK
	
	

	People in the highest social class are 3 times more likely to be smokers and 5 times more likely to die of lung cancer than lowest class
	
	

	Unemployment is almost twice as high for minority ethnic groups than for white people in the UK
	
	

	On average men earn 15% less than women earn

	
	

	Younger people are restricted from working and earn less than older workers in the UK
	
	



Why does this matter? In your own words, explain why you think these inequalities are important to understand.



















[image: http://knitting40shadesofgreen.typepad.com/.a/6a00d83443ea0f53ef0162fc63225c970d-320wi]How do sociologists study society?

Just like all research-based science subjects, sociologists must collect evidence to support their theories. To collect evidence sociologist’ use a range of different research methods. 

These include:
· Social surveys (questionnaires or interviews): ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Participant observations: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
· Official statistics: ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Independent learning task

Using the Internet, find out about one of the research methods above. You need to be able to describe some of its features, as well as one strength and one weakness.

The method I have chosen is _______________________________
Features of _______________








One strength is:



One weakness is:
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m The effects of extreme isolation

Over the years, there have been several cases of ‘feral’ (wild)
children found in forests and elsewhere who had apparently been
reared by wolves of other animals. There is no way of knowing for
sure if such children really had been nurtured by animals, but it is
certain they had had little contact with other humans. One case
was that of Shamdey, an Indian boy aged about five found in a
forest playing with wolf cubs. When first found:

“shamdev cowered fiom peaple and would only play with dogs.
He hated the sun and used to curl up in shadowy places. After
dark he grew restless and they had to tie him up to stop him
following the jackals which howled around the village at night.

If anyone cut themselves, he could smell the scent of blood and
would scamper towards it. He caught chickens and ate them alive,
including the entrails. Later; when he had evolved a sign language
of his own, he would cross his thumbs and flap his hands: this
meant “chicken” or “food”.” (The Observer, 30 August 1978)

0f course, it is possible that parents abandon children like
shamdev precisely because they are abnormal, and such children
may not have developed normally even if they had been raised
in human company. However, the case of Isabelle suggests
otherwise. Discovered at the age of six, Isabelle was the child of
a deaf mute single mother. Both mother and child had been kept
shut up by the family in a darkened room for most of the time.

According to Kingsley Davis (1970), ‘Her behaviour towards
strangers was almost that of @ wild animal, manifesting much fear
and hostilty. In place of speech she made  strange croaking sound.
In many ways she acted like an infant... At first it was even hard

10 tell whether or not she could hear, so unused were her senses.

She was also unable to walk properly, and at frst it was thought she
might have severe learning difficulties. However; in two years of
intensive training, Isabelle was able to cover the stages of learning
that normally take six years and she went on to develop normally.
These examples show that basic human social characteristics are
not inborn or instinctive. We have to learn to be ‘normal human
beings' through contact with others in our early years.

Working alone of in small groups:
1 Make a list of all the characteristics of Shamdev and
Isabelle that might be described as ‘non-human’.

2 What ‘human’ characteristics, skills and abilities would
You expect a normal five or six year old child to possess?
Are any of these inborm?

3 What conclusions would you draw about the importance
of nurture and nature in human development?
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(CEI ender role socialisation

1 In what ways would you say litrle boys and little girls are
treated differently? What kinds of behaviour are encouraged
and discouraged for each gender?

2 The following gender patterns have been found in work roles:
a Primary school teachers and checkout workers are more

likely to be female than male.
b secondary school head teachers and engineers are more
likely to be male than female.
Why are certain jobs seen to be more appropriate for men
and others more suitable for women?

3 Is there any gender discrimination in the job market? If so,

why do you think it exists?
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